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Background 

The Embassy is the principal representatiye of the Philippine Goyemment in the conduct of its 
relations with the Goyemment of the United States of America. In this capacity, the Embassy 
promotes the foreign policy thmsts of the Philippines, to wit: 

• Promotion of closer and mutually beneficial bilateral ties between the Philippines and the 
United States; 

• Promotion of national security; 

• Promotion of economic diplomacy to support national deyelopment; 

• Promotion of rights and welfare Eilipinos oyerseas; 

• Promotion of Philippine culture; and 

• Promotion of a positiye national image 

The roles and responsibilities of the Embassy coyer the following: 

• Managing relations with the US goyemment at the federal leyel through the White House, the 
National Security Council (NSC), the Department of State and other federal agencies, and with 
the U.S. Congress; 

• Managing linkages with state and local-leyel goyernments in Alabama, Elorida, Georgia, 
Kentucky, Maryland, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia and West Virginia, 
and the District of Columbia; 

• Representing the Philippine Government and its agencies responsible for policy yis-a-yis 
Washington-based international organizations such as the World Bank, the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), the International Finance Corporation (IFC), among others; 

• Representing the Philippines in international conferences, symposia and fora; 

• Managing ties with US-based constituencies that are of use in adyancing the national interest 
such as: 

° the business community 





















° the media, both national and international 
° the aeademic eommunity 
° the “think tanks” or poliey institutions 
° the non-governmental organizations 
° the Filipino-American eommunity 

• Monitoring U.S. polieies on various regions espeeially Southeast Asia, Northeast Asia, South 
Asia, the Middle East, and Latin Ameriea. 

Thrusts 

The major thrusts of the Embassy are as follows: 

• Politico-Military and Security Relations 

° Projection of the current Administration’s policies; 

° Maintenance of close cooperation between the Philippines and the El.S. in bilateral, 
regional and global issues; 

° Enhancement of bilateral security relations through increased Mutual Defense Treaty 
(MDT)-related activities and military-to-military interaction; 

° Tapping of available EIS resources that will benefit the modernization of the Armed 
Eorces of the Philippines; 

° Cooperation in transnational concerns such as terrorism, narcotics, avian flu, among 
others; 

° Supporting the U.S. in promoting democracy, open markets, and non-proliferation; 

° Reporting on U.S. policies regarding global, regional, bilateral and national political and 
security positions and initiatives of major interest to the Philippines; and 
° Coordinates with Eilipino-Americans on their “empowerment” activities that will also 
benefit the Philippines and Eilipinos. 

• Economic Relations 

° Trade, investment, tourism, and technology transfer promotion and facilitation; 

° Monitoring of science & technology and environment developments and opportunities; 

° Economic, commercial, and agricultural policy representations; 

° Presentation of economic developments and opportunities in the Philippines; and 
° Eocus on priority US programs such as the Millennium Challenge Account (MCA) of the 
Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC) and petitions under the US Trade 
Representative (USTR) Annual GSP Review. 

• Assistance to Nationals (ATN) 

° Service to the public (EilCom/dual citizens) in the form of legal advice; consular 
assistance to nationals in distress; and 
° Efficient processing of legal documents, passports and visas. 

• Enhancement of Positive Image 

° Information dissemination: networking with think tanks and the academe; 

° Liaising with media and securing positive coverage for the Philippines; and 
° Promoting awareness of Philippine culture through partnerships with schools, museums 
and EilCom organizations. 

Functional Sections of the Embassy and Attached Services 


The above-mentioned thrusts and functions of the Post are divided among the following functional 
sections of the Embassy: 



• Political Section 

• Economic Section 

• Public Diplomacy Section 

• Consular Section 

• Administrative Section 

The Embassy is ably supported by the following attached ageneies: 

• Office of the Defense and Armed Forces Attache - helps promote bilateral defense and military 
relations; coordinates military-to-military programs including the International Military 
Edueation Training (IMET) program as well as training programs on anti-terrorism; reports on 
defense-related polieies and developments in Washington, D.C.; interfaces on behalf of the 
Philippine defense establishment with the U.S. military establishment; and eoordinates military 
visits and exchanges. 

• Philippine Trade and Investment Center (PTIC) - promotes exports and investments in 
eoordination with the Economie Seetion; faeilitates trade projeets and opportunities; develops 
markets for Philippine export produets; monitors for and reports to the Department of Trade and 
Industry (DTI) on US trade and investment polieies that can affect Philippine trade to the US. 

• Office of Agricultural Attache - coordinates and assists in the development of food assistanee 
and agrieultural and fishery cooperation bilateral programs between the governments of the 
United States and the Philippines; monitors US agricultural policies that impact on Philippine 
agrieulture; assists in the promotion of inereased aecess of agrieultural exports to the US market 
and further investments from the US in Philippine agribusiness; represents the Philippines in 
various meetings and conferenees on agrieulture and fisheries held within the North Ameriean 
region. 

• Philippine Overseas Labor Office - Overseas Workers Welfare Administration (POLO- 
OWWA) - monitors US labor polieies as they affeet trade with the Philippines, labor relations 
between the two eountries and the employment of Philippine nationals in the US; promotes 
employment of Philippine nationals in targeted sectors of the US labor market through briefings 
and presentations to employers; eoordinates with the consular section in extending assistance to 
Eilipinos overseas workers in the United States and other eountries under the jurisdiction of the 
Embassy sueh as the Caribbean eountries; promotes the welfare and interest of more than 
40,000 overseas workers in the US through counseling, mediation of labor cases. 

• Office of Veterans Affairs - in charge of Eilipino veterans-related issues, espeeially the 
eampaign for the implementation of the Veterans Equity Bill. Due recognition was recently 
given by the US Congress. 

• Office of the Police Attache - in eharge of seeurity-related issues, provides serviees sueh as 
seeuring of NBI elearanees. 

About the Chancery 

Eoeated at Bataan Street eorner 1600 Massaehusetts Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036, the 
Chancery stands directly behind the standing figure of Daniel Webster, the “Expounder of the US 
Constitution” along Scott Circle. Webster’s statue faees Scott circle from the west. The Statue was 
donated by Stilson Hutehins, founder of the Washington Post, and unveiled in January 1900 by 
Jerome Bonaparte, Webster’s great grandson. 

The classie lines of the Chaneery building allows it to blend with the older, imposing buildings along 
Massaehusetts Avenue. It stands alone on the bloek at the interseetion of 17th Street and 



Massachusetts Avenue, facing the Johns Hopkins University Building, with the Embassy of Peru at 
the right side and Beacon Hotel at the back, along N Street. 

President Fidel V. Ramos inaugurated the present Chancery in November 1993 during his first 
Olficial Visit to Washington, D.C. The Chancery is a four-storey structure and has a two-level parking 
garage. 

The Consular and Reception areas are on the ground floor. The Ambassador’s Office, his Conferenee 
Room and the Olfice of his Seeretary and Assistant, the Deputy Chief of Mission’s Olfice and his 
Conference Room, the Administrative Section, the Press Office, and the MIS are all in the second 
floor. 

The functional sections of the Embassy - Political, Economic, Cultural, Finance, Eabor, the Records, 
Property, and the Jose Rizal Library, are all in the third floor. 

The offices of the Attached Agencies - Agriculture, Commercial, Defense, Labor, Police, and 
Veterans Affairs, a Conferenee Room, a reeords/storage room are all in the fourth floor. 

The two-level parking garage ean aeeommodate 36 cars. 

The Old Chancery 

The Old Chancery, located at 1617 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W., was aequired on 15 November 1941 
from Mrs. Stella Stapleton, wife of Daniel Stapleton, owner of two platinum mines in Ecuador and 
Colombia. Mrs. Stapleton helped build Father Flanagan’s Boys Town in Nebraska. It was at 1617 
Massachusetts Avenue where the National Catholic Welfare Conference was first held and many 
welfare and religious projeets were conceived and developed. 

Although the Philippines aequired the property in 1941, the Office of the Resident Commission did 
not move in until 1943. 

When the Philippines achieved independence and beeame a Republic in 1946, the Olfice of the 
Resident Commissioner beeame the Embassy of the Philippines, and the building beeame the 
Chancery. 

In 1961, on the 19th Anniversary of the Fall of Bataan, in a ceremony attended by Chief Justice 
Warren, the Seeretary of State, and Dean of the Diplomatic Corps, and the District of Columbia’s 
Board of Commissioners, and the Philippine Ambassador to the United States Carlos P. Romulo and 
the Embassy Staff, the two (2) small streets along Scott Circle and became Bataan Street (behind 
Daniel Webster’s statue) and Corregidor Street (across Bataan Street). 
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Ten Philippine missions throughout the US offer consular services. Each mission covers a specific 
geographic region. To find out which mission can assist you, what the hours of operation are and how 
to reach it please use our interactive Consulate Finder . 
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